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PWR Act 

• Public Act 99-0674 (HB 5729); signed by Governor on 7/29/16

• Four components:

1. Postsecondary and Career Expectations (PaCE)

2. Pilot of Competency-based High School Graduation Requirements

3. Scaling of 12th Grade Transitional Courses

4. College & Career Pathway Endorsements on High School Diplomas
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PWR Act Background
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P-20 Council PWR Steering Committee

- Met from 5/2012 to 7/2013

- Joint committee of College  
& Career Readiness and 
Data, Assessment, and 
Accountability

- Developed college & career 
readiness framework and key 
success factors

HB 3196

- Filed 2/15

- Resulted from over one year 
of meetings with agency 
leadership in context of PWR 
key success factors

HR 477

- Identified 5 aspects of PWR 
policy agenda where there 
was greater consensus for 
moving forward

- Adopted by House on 
5/30/15

- 4 advisory committees with 
over 120 stakeholders each 
met 3 times; delivered 
recommendations on 2/1/16

PWR 

Act
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Why? 
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Postsecondary Math Pathways
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STEM

Career goals that 
require application of 
calculus or advanced 
algebraic skills

Technical

Career goals in 
technical fields that do 
not require application 

of calc, advanced 
algebraic, or advanced 

stats skills

Quantitative 
Literacy/ 

Stats
Career goals outside 
of STEM or Technical 

– focus on general 
stats, data analysis, 

quant. literacy, 
problem solving



Transitional Math:  A Student’s Perspective
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11th Grade Projected Readiness Determination:
Use statewide criteria

Based on each student’s postsecondary math pathway

Not Projected Ready:

Transitional math co-developed by school 

district and community college

Projected Ready:

Student decides whether to take math in 12th

grade

Successful Completion of 

Transitional Math:

Placed in college-level math course in 

applicable math pathway

Unsuccessful Completion 

or No Math Senior Year:

Subject to general placement 

processes

Successful Completion of 

Rigorous Math in 12th Grade:

Placed in college-level math course in 

applicable math pathway



Charges to Statewide Panel

• Define transitional mathematics competencies aligned to ISBE-adopted learning 
standards and requirements associated with the three math pathways

Also make recommendations on whether separate competencies should be defined for students 
with career goals involving occupations that require application of advanced statistics

• Provide recommendations for methods to incorporate transitional mathematics 
competencies into “integrated courses” – courses with substantial instruction on both 
academic and career-oriented competences

• Recommend statewide criteria for determining projected readiness of 11th graders for 
college-level math in the three math pathways

Criteria must include assessments, GPA, and course completions 

Consult with agencies on statewide portability
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Statewide Supports

• Transcripted transitional math can be claimed for reimbursement for community 
college funding purposes

• Subject to resources, at least 2 collaborative efforts among school districts and 
postsecondary institutions to develop model transitional mathematics instructional 
units
At least one to be highly modularized for blended-learning delivery

• Identification and publication of courses that meet statewide portability requirements

• Model partnership agreement between school districts/CC’s for delivery of transitional 
math instruction

• Standardized reports:
For determining projected readiness of 11th graders

Assessing participants’ postsecondary outcomes
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Statutory Timelines for Implementation

By 6/30/18

• Statewide panel defines transitional math competencies and statewide criteria

• Development of model instructional units (subject to resources)

• IBHE adopts requirements for public universities to provide transparent criteria for student 
placement into college-level math courses; public universities publicize criteria

By 6/30/19

• ISBE and ICCB establish a phased implementation plan and benchmarks leading to full statewide 
implementation in all school districts

• Note:  school districts can opt out of implementation by local board action

In 19-20 
School Year

• School board of any district may elect to implement transitional math 
instruction, and community college must partner if it receives an 
implementation grant from ICCB
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Transitional Technical Math
• Preparatory Math for 

General Education (PMGE) 
or Intermediate Algebra

• Delivered in highly 
contextualized settings

Transitional 
STEM Math  

Intermediate Algebra

Transitional 
Quantitative 

Literacy/Statistics

Preparatory Math for 
General Education 

(PMGE) 

Credit-Bearing 
General Ed Math  

Gen Ed Statistics
General Math

Quantitative Literacy
Elementary Math Modeling 

College Algebra

Credit-Bearing  
Technical Math in 

CTE Program

Guaranteed 
placement

Guaranteed 
placement

High School

Post-
secondary

FIRST DRAFT –FOR DISCUSSION
Transitional Math Pathways into Credit-Bearing Postsecondary Courses

Guaranteed 
placement

Guaranteed 
placement if 

student changes 
pathway

3/28/2017
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www.pwract.org

http://www.pwract.org/

