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OER
Building a curriculum on free resources (no paper!) 



Game Changer: Open Education is Changing the Rules

affordability     accessibility      innovation      creativity      collaboration
Source: 
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=6Z7kEgIGVKQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Z7kEgIGVKQ


In this session you will

● Understand what OER is and how it works
● Learn tips to find the resource you need and 

choose between the many options
● View an example of OER used in a blended 

learning class at City Colleges of Chicago
● Learn about OER in Illinois and Community 

Colleges
● Ask questions



What are Open Educational Resources?

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_educational_resources

"Open Educational Resources are teaching, learning and 
research materials in any medium – digital or otherwise –
that reside in the public domain or have been released under 
an open license that permits no-cost access, use, adaptation 
and redistribution by others with no or limited restrictions[7]". 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_educational_resources


What are Open Educational Resources?

● Open:  5Rs
● Educational: for educational use
● Resources: support teaching & learning: 

❖ textbooks 
❖ video
❖ images 
❖ games
❖ assessments, etc.

Source: Ko and Zhadko (June 25, 2020). Presentation on Designing Flipped/Blended Classes with OER Presented at “Flipped Classrooms and OER 
for Intercultural Learning”, Stuttgart University and Pedagogische Hochschule Ludwigsburg. 



How do Open Educational Resources work? 
The 5Rs

Source: https://learninginnovation.ontariotechu.ca/oer/about-oer/rights-and-licenses.php



Why OER?

● Customize (not recreate) content

● Save costs on textbooks for the institution/student

● Enrich and enhance (not replace) current course materials

● Provide current research, updated content, and contemporary events

● Make available immediately, from anywhere

Source: Ko and Zhadko (June 25, 2020). Presentation on Designing Flipped/Blended Classes with OER Presented at “Flipped Classrooms and OER 
for Intercultural Learning”, Stuttgart University and Pedagogische Hochschule Ludwigsburg. 



How Does a Creative Commons License Work?



Where can I find these?

General Collections or repositories
● OpenStax
● MERLOT
● OER Commons

General OER Search Engines
● OER Metafinder (“MOM”)

● CC Search (Creative Commons)
(images, audio, visual) 

Institutional Resources
●Affordable Learning Georgia
●Open Oregon Educational Resources
●Washington State Board for Community and 
Technical Colleges

Especially for Adult Education!
https://www.oercommons.org/groups/adult-education-open-
community-of-resources/45/

Source: Ko and Zhadko (June 25, 2020). Presentation on Designing Flipped/Blended Classes with OER Presented at “Flipped Classrooms and OER 
for Intercultural Learning”, Stuttgart University and Pedagogische Hochschule Ludwigsburg. 

Go to one or more of these sites and do a search…just like you would in Google!

https://openstax.org/
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
https://www.oercommons.org/
https://mason.deepwebaccess.com/mason__MasonLibrariesOpenEducationResources_5f4/desktop/en/search.html
https://search.creativecommons.org/
http://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/find_textbooks/alg_top_courses
http://openoregon.org/resources/
http://opencourselibrary.org/
https://www.oercommons.org/groups/adult-education-open-community-of-resources/45/


Mason OER 
Metafinder 

(Remember
“MOM” to find 
whatever you 
need!)

Source: 
http://www.nickelodeonparents.com/how-the-people-in-your-home-look-for-things



One example from OER Commons
Search: ESL 
Beginning 
Textbook



Our project

Write curriculum for  district-wide College Transition 
course designed to prepare students for academic 
success in the college credit program. 

We had to find resources that we appropriate in each 
of our contexts with their similarities and differences.



Searching for materials

Search: 

Open 
Educational 
Resources 
academic 
writing



Our Project

https://prezi.com/view/5dQ84lMnlGRf9IEJdunt/

https://prezi.com/view/5dQ84lMnlGRf9IEJdunt/


Sources and Resources

City Colleges of Chicago has put together a great resource guide to OER. Check it out 
here: https://researchguides.ccc.edu/OER/getstarted

Open Educational Resources (OER): A Fact Sheet for Adult Education 
https://lincs.ed.gov/sites/default/files/OER_Fact_Sheet_508.pdf

https://researchguides.ccc.edu/OER/getstarted
https://lincs.ed.gov/sites/default/files/OER_Fact_Sheet_508.pdf


Additional Resouces: OER sources from U of Pittsburgh Library System

OER guides by subject

These are Google Docs made by Portland Community College librarians in response to requests for help from instructors.

Discipline-Specific Resources from VC/UHV Library
On this page, you will find the largest, most popular repositories of open educational resources separate materials, mostly study 
skills, to support students transitioning to co

OCW Utah Open education course materials aimed at a high school level.

Miríadax Miríadax is an Ibero-American MOOC platform with complete courses in Spanish for a variety of topics.

Open2Study MOOC provider from Open Universities Australia. Some content is openly licensed.

Open Course Library The WA Open Course Library project offers 81 of Washington's most enrolled courses. There are a lot of 
great readings in these course files. Great community college content

Open Courseware An independent search engine that indexes open education classes from places like MIT, Yale and UMass.

OERu OERu offers a number of full courses in fields like business, economics, digital literacy, and history from partner

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B7BlfcMmDcOMcm5sR0daV0dKM3c
http://libguides.uhv.edu/OER/Disciplines
http://ocw.usu.edu/
https://miriadax.net/home
https://www.open2study.com/
http://opencourselibrary.org/
http://www.ocwsearch.com/
https://oeru.org/


Additional Resources: Multimedia

Wikimedia Commons The thinkers behind Wikipedia bring you images, video and music all openly licensed or in the public domain.

CLIP Information Literacy Tutorials Find great tutorials on information and research competencies.

HippoCampus HippoCampus, a project of the Monterey Institute of Technology and Education (MITE), is full of high-quality resources in a 
variety of subjects  aimed at high school and college level users which ontains many mathematic sources

Vimeo A social network of video producers. This is a great place to look for a wide variety of content- some is completely open for 
redistribution, some is open access.

Critical Commons A community of people who seek to promote the use of media in teaching. The materials posted here are mostly 
presented using Fair Use guidelines.

ICreative Commons Search Creative Commons has created this really useful search engine that lets you search for resources that are CC 

licensed. The image search is the most useful.
PhET Science Simulations These interactive tools from the University of Colorado at Boulder are mostly CC licensed.
Despite its name there are 2 math simulations which seem appropriate

http://commons.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.clipinfolit.org/
http://www.hippocampus.org/
http://vimeo.com/about
http://criticalcommons.org/
http://search.creativecommons.org/
http://phet.colorado.edu/


Additional Resources: Images and Artwork
Unsplash A collection of CC0 licensed photographs for reuse with no restrictions

Pixabay Pixabay images are public domain images you can freely use for personal and commercial use 
without attribution to the original author. While Pixabay can be a good way to find public domain images your 
search will also return proprietary professional images Pixabay offers for sale.
Open Clip Art Library Open Clip Art Library images are public domain images you can freely use for personal 
and commercial use without attribution to the original author.
Europeana provides access to the digital resources of Europe’s museums, libraries, archives and audio-visual 
collections including paintings, drawings, maps, photos and pictures of museum objects. Not all the works are 
openly licensed so be sure to check for usage rights.
Internet Archive has a great collection of old video, movie footage, old cartoons, sports videos, ephemeral 
films, news footage.

https://unsplash.com/
http://pixabay.com/
http://openclipart.org/
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/
http://archive.org/details/movies


Thank you!!

Kim Hitchcock, Truman College
khitchcock@ccc.edu

Kathleen Baker, Daley College
kbaker@ccc.edu

Jeff Newell, ICCB
jeff.newell@illinois.gov

mailto:khitchcock@ccc.edu
mailto:kbaker@ccc.edu
mailto:jeff.newell@illinois.gov


Imagine the possibilities!

Source:https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v=dTNn
xPcY49Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTNnxPcY49Q

