
August 2, 2024, SRC Leadership Meeting 

• Attendees: Robyn Lewis, Kelsey Thompson, Tereta Love-Rutherford, 

David Friedman, John D. Hill, LaDonna Henson, Antonio Gomez 

• Action Items: 

o Send out 6/21 minutes to SRC ExCom - Gomez 

o Add an agenda item to the September meeting regarding new 

members completing the training 

o Ensure new members have access to the bylaws – Thompson 

o Send out Operations Committee revisions to bylaws – Friedman  

o Have a committee update the SRC Orientation and Policy 

Manual (last updated 2017) 

o Send out the updated roster with September agenda – Lewis 

o Draft member removal letter for governor’s office – Thompson 

to draft, Lewis to send 

o Send SRC ExCom a draft of the registration form, including the 

four OMA validating reasons for virtual attendance for review - 

Gomez 

o Find an SRC rep to attend the Council of State Administrators of 

Vocational Rehabilitation (CSAVR) Conference in October  

o Adjust Reporting Framework form to clean up results for 

useability - Lewis 

• Meeting Notes: 

o Minutes from the June and July State Rehabilitation Council 

(SRC) Executive Committee (ExCom) will be accepted into the 

record at the next meeting.  
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o Lewis welcomed the new members of the SRC ExCom. All 

members introduced themselves.  

o Thompson gave a brief overview of the work of the SRC: 

▪ Illinois Division of Rehabilitation Services (DRS), governed 

by the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, provides workforce 

support to individuals with disabilities. The SRC guides 

Rehabilitation Services work.  The SRC also partners with 

DRS to ensure that the needs of individuals with 

disabilities are heard in IL.  

▪ The SRC works on several projects, such as the  

Comprehensive Needs Assessment, which receives 

feedback from individuals with disabilities and key 

stakeholders on the services the state is providing.  

▪ Membership is made up of key stakeholders to represent 

the breadth of experience in IL. 

▪ The SRC also facilitates communication with the broader 

workforce system. They collaborate with the Illinois 

Workforce Innovation Board (IWIB) and other key players 

within the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 

(WIOA).  

o Henson recommended that all new members take the SRC 

Training. An agenda item will be added to the September Fall 

Quarterly Meeting to invite all new members to take that 

training and all renewed members to take the refresher course. 

The training should take approximately 1.5 hours.  

o Thompson to ensure that all members have access to the 

bylaws. She asked the group if there had been any revisions 

since 2021. Lewis reminded the group that they had asked for an 

adjustment to quorum. It was found that nothing could be done. 

David Friedman mentioned a few insubstantial changes the 

Operations Committee had been working on. He will send out 
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the changes he has been working on, and the committees will 

review them.   

o Robyn Lewis mentioned that the State Administrative Code for 

DRS that governs the SRC has not been updated since 2000.  

o Thompson mentioned the “SRC Orientation and Policy Manual.” 

It is outdated, but it has good information about the SRC. Last 

update 2017. ExCom recommended that one of the committees 

tackle it.  

o The Vice-Chair is to be the new Chair of the Operations 

Committee per the bylaws.  

o The ExCom then reviewed membership and made a few notes: 

▪ Nadia Douglas has not submitted her application. She is 

the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) designee. She 

must still complete her application.  

▪ Erin Compton thought she re-applied last July, but nobody 

can find that application. She re-applied.  

▪ Christopher Garcia submitted his application. 

▪ Tim Engstrom and Lily Diego have not been actively 

participating. They were contacted after missing two 

meetings. Diego responded; Engstrom did not. Neither of 

them has attended a meeting since being contacted. 

According to the bylaws, they can be removed from the 

SRC. Thompson will draft a removal letter for the 

governor; Lewis will facilitate delivering that letter to the 

governor.  

▪ No action for the remainder of the membership. 

o Henson asked about the Open Meetings Acts’ (OMA) four valid 

reasons for virtual attendance. Gomez showed the group how 

the Career Pathways for Targeted Populations (CPTP) Committee 

keeps track of those reasons on MachForm. Gomez will send a 
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draft for ExCom review. ICSPS will send an announcement with 

instructions on using the form before all meetings.  

o ICRE-Wood was agreed upon as the location for the September 

meeting. If the agenda allows, tour ICRE-Roosevelt.  

o Gomez gave an update regarding the November meeting. It will 

be held on 11/20, 8 am-4:30 pm, at the Hyatt near the Amtrak in 

Bloomington. A small block of rooms has been secured.   

o Lewis said that Crowne Plaza in Chicago has direct billing. The 

Hyatt in Bloomington does not have direct billing.  

o The SRC will send a delegate to the CSAVR Conference in Seattle 

in October, where they will present. Alici McNeal will be 

attending in the Spring.   

o Lewis shared the Microsoft 365 Form for reporting. She will send 

this to all the bureaus within the division. On the reporting side, 

there were legibility issues. Lewis also presented a Word version 

that may be more legible. She will continue researching how to 

clean up the Microsoft 265 Forms reporting.  

o The meeting was adjourned.  
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