February 16, 2026 — SRC Leadership Meeting

Time: 11:00am-12:00pm
Location: https://illinoisstate.zoom.us/j/86935914876
Members Present: Erin Compton (Chair), Megan Mutti (Vice-Chair), Shakira

Pleasant
Support: Karie Frazier, Aimee Julian, Antonio Gomez, McKahl English
Quorum: 2

Agenda:
o Welcome and Roll Call

o Final Action: Approval of the January 20, 2026, Executive
Committee Minutes
o Discussion: Legislative Day Planning
o Discussion: Brainstorm How to Prepare SRC Members to
Respond to Federal Landscape
o Discussion: Continue Revising the SRC Bylaws
[ https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ojeBviK8rBMAW4
apFGFxgQY  w48GWTkO8TotkPPbQ/edit?tab=t.0#headi
ng=h.niaq8tnqjy07

Old Business
New Business
Public Comment

o O O O

Adjournment
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Action ltems:

Committee: Decide how many brochure copies are needed for
Legislative Day

Karie Frazier: Provide DRS Brochure copies, table, tent, etc.

Antonio Gomez: Look into if the statue talks about requirements or
credentials for who would serve as an Impartial Hearing Officer
Committee: Schedule Legislation Day for March

Chair Compton: Contemplate continuing your term as a business
member

Shakira Pleasant: Reach out to CSAVR to see if they are interested in
collaborating during Legislation Day. Possibly look into other
organizations as well

Antonio Gomez: Get the DRS survey sent out

Antonio Gomez: Update the Quarterly agenda with the following: Erin’s
letter involving the federal landscape and the Election of Officers bylaws.



Minutes:

Welcome and Roll Call

Roll was called. A full quorum was determined to be present.

o Arroll call vote was conducted to approve the previous meeting
minutes.

o Co-Chair Mutti called for a motion to approve the January
meeting minutes. Chair Compton seconded the motion. All
present voted in the affirmative. The vote carries. The minutes
are approved as presented in the public record.

Karie Frazier, the new Senior Policy Advisor, introduced herself to the
committee. Sharing that she will be taking the place of Tereta Love-
Rutherford as the Division of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) position.
Voicing how new this role will be to take on, and that it may take time to
get comfortable. Chair Compton, Co-Chair Mutti, and Shakira Pleasant
then take turns introducing themselves. Co-Chair Mutti resonated with
Frazier, stating she hasn’t been her long and is still learning with time.
Before jumping into the meeting agenda fully, Antonio Gomez took time
to review Chair Compton’s term limit. At the previous meeting, it was
brought up that Compton’s term will expire in July. Due to only recently
receiving the Chair position, the SRC wishes to find a way to keep Erin
Compton in her position to have stability within the committee.

o Antonio Gomez read the statute and discovered that Chair
Compton, if desired, could reapply to the government office
under Business, Industry, and Labor instead of her current role



as advocate under the age of 25 and Disability/Advocacy Groups.
This decision has not been made, just brought up, so those
involved would have time to think and make an informed
decision.

SRC Future Meeting Locations

After talking about possible in-person meeting locations for the SRC
Quarterly meetings last month, Aime’e Julian returned with the following
results:

o March of 2026 will be held in Peoria, June will be held in Chicago
at Pleasant’s school, September will be held at the school for the
deaf, November will be held at the Hyatt in
Bloomington/Normal, and March of 2027 will be held at Chair
Compton’s school, the College of DuPage.

Legislation Day

Antonio Gomez returned to the scheduling of Legislation Day. After
looking further into the questions on lobbying and conflicts of interest,
he found that ICSPS would be unable to support Legislation Day due to
their work contract and funding. While ICSPS is unable to spend money
or help on the day, they can arrange dates and contacts. It is important
to note that Chair Compton and Co-chair Mutti do not have a conflict of
interest.

o Due to this change, Antonio Gomez asked if DRS had the

capability to provide a table and tent in March in Springfield.



Karie Frazier stated that there will be a tent and other supplies
ready to be dedicated to this.

Co-Chair Mutti mentioned March is very busy in her center.
Wanting to know if a date has been solidified so she could work
around it moving forward. Antonio Gomez assured Chair
Compton and Co-Chair Mutti that we can work with your
schedule.

Shakira Pleasant wanted to know if it would be possible to look into
working with Counsil of State Administrations of Vocational
Rehabilitation (CSAVR). With interest from the committee, Pleasant
agreed to investigate this more closely.

o Aime’e Julian was now curious if there were possibly other

groups that the SRC would like to partner with for this
Legislation Day. The Committee thought this would be a good
idea if it felt cohesive to do it. Focusing on having a similar
purpose and goal within the community.

Before moving on, Co-Chair Mutti wanted to see who would have access
to see what else is happening in Springfield when they want to conduct
this event. This will help ensure that Legislation Day fits into the Capitol
schedule. It was suggested that Karie Frazier should reach out and see
what the schedule looks like.

SRC Member Response to the Federal Landscape

e In previous meetings, Chair Compton mentioned wanting the SRC
members to respond to what is happening in the federal landscape.
Wanted to learn more about how to make this happen, Antonio
Gomez probed Chair Compton to see what she had in mind. Chair



Compton mentioned that she had drafted a letter emphasizing the
importance of not losing sight of helping people with disabilities
obtain jobs. Even during all that is happening. She was hoping to get
this letter sent to the Director Rahnee Patrick after going over it at the

next Quarterly meeting.

Orientation and Policy Manual

e The council switched gears to review the SRC Committee Orientation and
Policy Manual. The following items were discussed for change:

o Starting with the first part of the Bylaws, Antonio Gomez wanted
to flesh out the beginning questions after reviewing the results
of the survey sent out from the previous meeting.

= The DRS survey has yet to be sent out, but with Karie
Frazier at the meeting, they were able to get it approved.

*= Due to a low level of responses from the SRC survey, the
Committee decided to have the SRC take the survey at the
beginning of the next quarterly meeting. This will help
further inform this group of their decision-making. Chair
Compton made sure to advocate for those who may need
a paper copy of the survey. Antonio Gomez assured Chair
Compton that there would be paper copies available.

o Due to the lack of data, the SRC decided to move on from the
initial section and look further into reports. Antonio Gomez
explained the feedback role that the SRC should have in the DRS
report. Due to confusion, the SRC wanted to make it clear in the
Bylaws that this feedback is different from the initial letter from
the SRC chair. DRS should bring goals to the Summer and
Quarterly meetings in order to hear feedback from the SRC.



= Shakira Pleasant brought up a good point, stating that she

feels one thing she has personally felt is that there is not
enough leeway time. Wanting to know how as a team they
can think this through or plan things out to be more
effective? While reflecting, it was noted again that so far
much of the information they have received from DRS is
more updates with little time to give feedback and make
meaningful change. Karie Frazier is glad that she was able
to hear this feedback and was unaware this was
happening. Moving forward, she will keep this in mind and
try to make the necessary changes to make this process
work.
After reviewing the DRS’s portion of reports, the
committee moved on to the Unified State Plan (USP).
Stating that the USP is where the SRC will give input and
response to the state.
e Antonio Gomez will send out the feedback form and
USP to the SRC committee in order to give them the
ability to give feedback and opinions.

o Lastly, the SRC addressed membership. Antonio Gomez reached

out to Barbara Hobrock and learned that because this is a

governmentally elected board, it is hard to have finite rules. She

recommended that the SRC keep the bylaws the same and reach

out to her if there are issues moving forward. Co-Chair Mutti,

and the rest of the SRC Committee, agreed with Barabara’s
thoughts.

Election of Officers—None of these are specified in the
bylaws of the statute. Per our conversation this morning
with Chair Compton possibly coming back, this is a key
item for her to be able to stay here as chair again. Co-Chair



Mutti made it clear she is comfortable with keeping this
section more open to provide stability even though it is
slightly confusing. Her only worry was pressuring Chair
Compton into something she was not ready for or
wanting. Chair Compton does not want to do anything
wrong and is still unsure of her decision. Due to this, the
Committee decided to pause the conversation and bring it
to the next quarterly meeting.

Old/New Business

e Antonio Gomez called for any new/old business.

o Megan Mutti wanted to address and question having folks come
and speak at the end of the meeting.

o Antonio Gomez stated that in the past, Chair Compton had
talked about outreaching the public in a strategic way to get
more out of the public's comment time.

e Erin Compton also shared that she had submitted a proposal that has
been accepted recently. She will have the opportunity to present on
encouraging and working with students on tips and tricks that our
council has learned over the years (NCSRC). The committee was elated
by this news and decided to add an item to the following SRC Quarterly
meeting.

Public Comment

e Antonio Gomez opened the floor to public comment. There was none.



Adjourn

e Chair Compton called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Co-Chair
Mutti seconded the motion. The motion was carried. The meeting was
adjourned at 11:59 am.
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