Blind Services Planning Council
Meeting Draft Minutes - Friday, December 5th, 2025, 9:30 AM

Members Present: Karyn Campbell, Daniel Hawkins, Sharon Howerton, Dan Tevelde,
Edward Birmingham, Derrick Phillips, Whitney Hill, Leanne Fuller, John Holtgreve, and
Dustin Cather

Members of the Public: Aimee Veith, Andrew Webb, Denise Jones, Latisha Houston,
Morgan Manning, Andy Losasso, Barbara Hobrock, Heather Speth, Rahnee Patrick,
Ingrid Halverson, Ray Campbell, and Tereta Love-Rutherford

Committee Support: Brittany Boston, Coryn Barger, Dalton Byers
9:30 AM Call to order and Opening remarks: Sharon Howerton, Chairperson

Chairperson Howerton called the meeting to order and noted that this committee is
under a time constraint. Ms. Howerton asked that, before speaking, everyone introduce
themselves by name so that those present can become familiar with them.

Ms. Howerton thanked Mr. Edward Birmingham and Mr. Daniel Hawkins for their service
and stated that they are welcome to any future BSPC meetings if they are able to attend
as members of the public.

9:40 AM Review and acceptance of meeting minutes from October 3, 2025

Chairperson Howerton called for a motion to approve the October 3, 2025, meeting
minutes as written and updated. Ms. Karyn Campbell made a motion to approve the
October 3, 2025, meeting minutes as presented. Ms. Whitney Hill seconded the motion.
All present members voted in the affirmative. The motion carries. The October 3, 2025,
Blind Services Planning Council meeting minutes are approved as presented.

9:45 AM Update from the lllinois School for the Visually Impaired (ISVI):
Aimee Veith, ISVI Superintendent

Ms. Aimee Veith provided an update from the lllinois School for the Visually Impaired for
the group, stating that the year began with an expanded core activity that also served as
an empathy exercise for staff. Ms. Veith noted that there are plans to continue this in the
future.

Additionally, monarch training has taken place in cooperation with CAP. There were 13
participants total from across the state of lllinois. IATP was also in attendance.

The Braille Challenge will be taking place on campus on March 18, 2026.

Ms. Veith wrapped up her presentation by highlighting recent student successes.



10:00 AM  Division of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) Bureau of Customer &
Community Blind Services (BCCBS) Reports

Rahnee Patrick, DRS Director

Director Patrick expressed her gratitude for each member of the BSPC and their
service.

Director Patrick noted that due to the continuing resolution, the Federal Government
has reopened. Consequently, VR staff who were previously facing reduction of force
(RIF) due to the shutdown have been reinstated by their respective unions.

Director Patrick stated that she was able to attend the Vocational Rehabilitation
Directors Meeting. Unfortunately, due to budget constraints, Bureau Chief Webb’s travel
request was not approved. Director Patrick stated that during the meeting she
advocated for an arbitration case that State Agencies need to sign onto so that the
Department of War will be forced to comply with the Randolph Shepperd Act, allowing
blind vendors to be able to be first bidders for any facility/food services, etc.

Andrew Webb, Bureau Chief: BCCBS

Bureau Chief Andrew Webb thanked those who are stepping down from this council
after this term.

The bureau chief stated that the Business Enterprise Program Fall Conference allowed
BCCBS to hold long-awaited elections for new membership to the Committee of Blind
Vendors and noted that the process itself was smooth.

Additionally, Bureau Chief Webb highlighted multiple outreach opportunities that BCCBS
has been a part of in the last few months.

On October 18, Bureau Chief Webb was able to attend and provide a program update
at the National Federation of the Blind State Convention in Naperville, lllinois.

Bureau Chief Webb noted that DRS is close to publishing the Vocational Rehabilitation
Customer Handbook. The draft is complete and is being pushed through the last phases
of the pre-publication process. It is currently being reviewed to ensure that it is in line
with accessibility guidelines. The completed handbook will be available in Spanish,
braille, and large print.

Bureau Chief Webb stated that the Bureau is making it a priority to ensure that all
rehabilitation instructors are provided with the opportunity to stay up to date on assistive
technology through training and other educational opportunities.

Heather Speth, Assistant Bureau Chief: BCCBS



Ms. Heather Speth provided additional BCCBS program highlights for the group, stating
that the current customer count stands at 1,347, and for this fiscal year, competitive
case closures stand at 56.

Ms. Speth stated that BCCBS was represented at the Disability Resource and Job
Placement Expo on September 18™. Additionally, Ms. Miranda DelLante was able to
present to CASE DuPage in Glendale Heights on October 27. Staff were also able to
attend the 20" annual lllinois Statewide Transition Conference on October 30™".

Ms. Speth noted that a new braille printer (also known as a braille embosser) was
recently delivered in Springfield to further increase braille printing capabilities around
the state.

Latisha Houston, ICRE-Wood Superintendent: ICRE-Wood

Ms. Latisha Houston stated that ICRE-Wood will be offering a Braille/Technology class
called Exploring Braille Devices and Braille Mobile Input next term. Additionally, an
Advanced JAWS class will be offered.

Morgan Manning, Business Enterprise Program for the Blind (BEPB)

Ms. Morgan Manning noted that the Budget and Fiscal Manager position has been open
since August.

Additionally, a new brochure is being printed for the BEPB to update long outdated
information. This will be a big opportunity to market the program. The brochure is now in
the final stages and should be sent to the printer this month. It will be printed in Spanish,
braille, and large print.

The final 9 facilities that need to be changed over to cashless payment are being
completed. The card readers will arrive this week.

Mr. Derrick Phillips asked if the training for new vendors was available in Springfield as
well as Chicago. Ms. Manning stated that the trainer in Chicago will not be available in
2026, so the Chicago option will not be available in January. In the future, both
programs will run simultaneously.

10:25 AM  Committee Reports

State Rehabilitation Committee (SRC) Dan Tevelde

Mr. Tevelde did not have any additions to his submitted report.
10:30 AM  Consumer Group Reports

lllinois Council of the Blind (ICB) Karyn Campbell



Ms. Karyn Campbell reminded the group of the convention dates, which are April 23
through 26. The In-person portion will take place at the Abraham Lincoln Hotel.

National Federation of the Blind of lllinois (NFBI) Dan Tevelde
No questions were raised concerning these reports.
10:40 AM  Unfinished Business

Ms. Howerton asked if there were any members who would like to nominate themselves
or others to serve in official positions as Secretary, Chairperson, or Vice Chairperson.

Ms. Howerton stated that she would be willing to serve as Chairperson for one more
year. All present members voted in the affirmative to confirm her position as
Chairperson.

Mr. Dan Tevelde nominated himself as Secretary. All present members voted in the
affirmative to confirm his position as Secretary.

Mr. Derrick Phillips nominated himself as Vice Chairperson. All present members voted
in the affirmative to confirm his position as Vice Chairperson.

11:10 AM  New Business

No new business was discussed.

11:20 AM  Guest Comments

No comments were presented.

Next meeting: April 10, 2026, at 9:30 AM
The meeting adjourned at 11:00 AM.



