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What is CTE?

• CTE stands for Career and Technical Education

• Other names for CTE include: the trades, vocational 

education

• CTE is…
• the backbone of our society

• hands-on learning and doing 

• real-world skill building 

• stackable. Earning a certificate can create a seamless pathway to 
another certificate.

• CTE Stats: 3.3 million college and adult students participate in 
CTE (circa 2023)



Who is CTE?

• Nurses

• Auto mechanics

• Plumbers

• Chefs

• Welders

• Hairdressers

• Construction workers

• Truck drivers

• Electricians

• Paramedics

• Information Technology 
specialists 

• Farmers (Agriculture) 

• Teachers 



Where can I Find CTE?

Your local 
community college!

45 community 
colleges throughout 

Illinois

4,175 CTE degree 
programs (longer, 2-
year) and certificates 

(shorter)



CTE Programs & Grants

Programs: Your local community college offers most, if not all, of these CTE 
programs. These programs are typically offered as a short-term certificate and can 
be done in six months to a year.

• Certified Nurse Assistant/Nurse Assistant/Basic Nurse Assistant
• Phlebotomy (training to draw blood)
• Emergency Medical Technician/Paramedic 
• Automotive technology
• Construction 
• Truck driver training 
• Computer science (network administration/help desk support)

Grants: 
• Perkins (federal; formula and competitive funding)
• Pipeline for the Advancement of the Healthcare Workforce (PATH) Initiative (state; 

formula)
• Rev Up EV: Electric Vehicle Technology Grant (state; competitive)
• Taking Back the Trades Grant (state; competitive) 
• Advanced Manufacturing (state; competitive, new)



But I…

• “didn’t graduate high school”, “am already employed 
somewhere else”, “don’t know where to start”, “already have 
some college credit”, “was in the military and didn’t go to 
college”, “don’t speak English very well”…

• CTE offers multiple entry and exit points for flexible learning 
pathways. Students can build skills and credentials as they 
progress, with multiple options for entering or exiting the 
workforce at different points. 

• Community college CTE programs are partners with 
community-based organizations, local workforce agencies, and 
adult education programs.



Exhibit A



IBT Grant             CTE 

Purpose: support the seamless transition of students 
between education systems as well as employment. 

• Create or support programs that improve student transitions 
to and through postsecondary education (up to 
baccalaureate) and into employment;

• Support these transitions for individuals with disabilities; 
and

• Scale programs that promote equity and diversity among 
those served.



Points of Connection

Objective 1: Adult Education Bridge and ICAPS Programming
✓CTE critical partner in ICAPS programming and has strong relationships with AE 

providers

Objective 2: Seamless Transitions for College and Career Pathways
✓Dual credit

✓Career exploration

✓Curriculum and program of study development 

✓Apprenticeships and other work-based learning opportunities 

✓Remember…CTE is hands-on, real-world skill building. These programs are made 
for this.



Points of Connection…continued

Objective 3: Wrap-around Support Services

✓CTE grant funds can be used to support holistic wraparound support services for students 
(Perkins and PATH; Rev Up and Trades), both academic and non-academic 

▪ Direct student support (not Perkins funds)

▪ Academic supports: tutoring and mentoring, resume writing and interview 
preparation

▪ Transportation assistance: bus passes, gas cards, mileage reimbursement

▪ Child-care assistance or referral (sometimes colleges have on-site childcare services)

▪ Textbook and laptop lending

▪ Tools or uniform lending

▪ Testing expense assistance 

Objective 4: Seamless Transitions for Students with Disabilities

✓Students with disabilities are a Perkins special population and colleges are required to 
offer them specific supports 



What do I do with this information?

• Talk to your partners! If they aren’t your partners yet, then talk them 
into becoming a partner! 

• Find points of connection

• Don’t duplicate services, instead focus on innovation to fill the gaps

• Participate in advisory committee meetings to get ideas, offer ideas, 
and form relationships with other stakeholders

• CTE is flexible and responsive to local needs…use that to your advantage 

• Use ICCB’s community college locator tool to find your community college!

• ICCB has two other excellent resources to assist you: Illinois Postsecondary 
Profiles tool and the Directory of Programs

https://iccbdbsrv.iccb.org/collegemap/#7/40.095/-88.857
https://illinoispostsecondaryprofiles.com/
https://illinoispostsecondaryprofiles.com/
https://iccbdbsrv.iccb.org/dop/home.cfm


Questions? 

Thank you for your time! Please feel free to reach out to me at 
natasha.allan@illinois.gov. 

mailto:natasha.allan@illinois.gov

	Slide 1: Career and Technical Education:  What’s the Scoop?
	Slide 2: What is CTE?
	Slide 3: Who is CTE?
	Slide 4: Where can I Find CTE?
	Slide 5: CTE Programs & Grants
	Slide 6: But I…
	Slide 7: Exhibit A
	Slide 8: IBT Grant             CTE 
	Slide 9: Points of Connection
	Slide 10: Points of Connection…continued
	Slide 11: What do I do with this information?
	Slide 12: Questions? 

