February 7, 2025, SRC Leadership Meeting

e Attendees: Robyn Lewis, LaDonna Henson, John Hill, Jonathan Becker,
Megan Mutti, Aimee Julian, Antonio Gomez

e Action Items:

o ICSPS: send out draft agenda for Spring Quarterly.
o Thompson: follow up on vacancy for Blind Services.

o Thompson: ask David Friedman if he would be willing to
facilitate or be a consultant for the strategic planning session.

o Lewis: send Gomez roster to keep on Teams and post.
o Gomez: post public roster.
o ICSPS: post hotel info and calendar invite once available.

e Next Meeting:

o Lewis to attend on behalf of Dr. Strauser.

o Review questions for Dir. Patrick to address during Spring
Quarterly.

o Review quarterly agenda.

o Meeting Minutes:

o The Executive Committee (ExComm) Reviewed previous action
items and relayed updates:

o Lewis: verify what roster contact info can go online.

e Update: It was determined that ICSPS would oversee
keeping and updating a roster with full contact info.
A second roster will be added to the SRC Teams
channel, which will include only name and term
information. A copy of that roster will go online. All



inquiries will be directed to dhs.src@illinois.gov. All
SRC ExComm members were granted access to the
Teams channel.

o Lewis: invite Dr. Strauser to next SRC Exec meeting.

e Update: Lewis will act as Dr. Strauser’s
representative at the next SRC ExComm meeting.

o Lewis: send Dignity in Pay meetings to full SRC as
available.

e Update: This was done.
o Thompson: follow up on vacancy for Blind Services.

e Update: This item was postponed as Thompson was
unavailable.

o Thompson: ask David Friedman if he would be willing to
facilitate or be a consultant for the strategic planning
session.

e Update: This item was postponed as Thompson was
unavailable.

o Julian: send draft agenda for Spring meeting.
e Update: This was done.

o ICSPS: take SRC trainings and pull important points for
information sessions.

e Update: ICSPS was unable to review the training for
data points but will complete this item by the next
SRC ExComm meeting.

o Lewis indicated that she will be resigning her position at DRS and
will, in the future, be working on the SWTCIE Grant under the
University of lllinois. She still plans to be involved in the SRC. She
suggested that she could fill the “recipient of vocational rehab
services” position that was left vacant by Earl Jordan. She is
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unsure who her replacement will be, but she has made a
suggestion.

Becker asked ExComm to discuss potential budget changes.
Challenge Unlimited was told by their lobbyists to expect a
minimum 10% budget reduction. Henson asked Lewis for a
status update from RSA. Lewis replied that DRS is occupied with
responding to the audit. It doesn’t plan to dispute any findings. A
response back is due today. DRS has established action plans to
address the recommendations.

Becker asked if there was any discussion of the budget. Lewis
responded no. DRS was asked to take a voluntary 5% reduction
of state general revenue, but as VR funds are federal, DRS
declined to acquiesce. Federally, Lewis is unsure where DIF
grants will land funding-wise.

Henson asked that Dir. Patrick address these issues during her
portion of the Quarterly agenda. Membership discussed if,
considering the urgency of the matter, a special meeting with
the SRC could be called. Gomez indicated that he would check
how far in advance a meeting can be set per Open Meetings Act
(OMA) guidelines. He was fairly certain that they must be
scheduled at least 30 days in advance.

The group determined to prepare three questions ahead of time
to address with Dir. Patrick. The questions would be cleaned up
next ExComm meeting. A few sample questions were as follows:

o What are your biggest concerns for VR?

o How are federal rulemaking and executive orders
impacting VR in IL?

o What do you anticipate needing to change?

o Based on the audit, what impact could you see taking
place for recipients of VR services?



o What were the findings of the audit? Good/Bad? Action
plans?

Becker asked if adjustments in the federal budget can affect
state budgets. Lewis replied that it is possible. She added that it
is important to realize that DRS gets its third-party match from
schools.

Mutti added that she wanted to know how families would be
informed of any changes. Lewis indicated that this could be an
area of improvement for DRS, as any statement that a state
agency makes will be taken as law by members of the public.
Communication must be careful.

Julian indicated that a venue for the Spring Quarterly hasn’t yet
been found but that ICSPS is in talks to secure it soon. State
House Inn was a potential venue, but it is looking like a dead
end. Lewis added that there is no direct pay with them, so
members would need to seek reimbursement.

ICSPS agreed to send out hotel information and a calendar invite
as soon as available.
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