January 20, 2026 — SRC Leadership Meeting

Time: 11:00am-12:00pm

Location: https://illinoisstate.zoom.us/j/86935914876

Members Present: Erin Compton (Chair), Megan Mutti (Vice-Chair), Shakira
Pleasant

Support: Tereta Love-Rutherford, Barb Hobrock, Deborah Buchanan, Aimee
Julian, Antonio Gomez

Quorum: 2

Agenda:
o Welcome and Roll Call

o Final Action: Approval of the December 15, 2025, Executive
Committee Minutes
o Update: Legislation Day — on behalf of LaDonna Henson
o Discussion: Select Venues/Locations for SRC Quarterlies
= March 18
= Junel7/
= September 23
= November 18
o Discussion: Next Steps for Comprehensive Statewide Needs
Assessment
o Discussion: Continue Revising the SRC Bylaws
= https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ojeBvjK8rBMAW4
gpFGFxqQY  w48GWTkO8TotkPPbQ/edit?tab=t.0#headi
ng=h.niag8tnqjy07
o Old Business
o New Business

o Public Comment
e Adjournment



https://illinoisstate.zoom.us/j/86935914876
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ojeBvjK8rBMAW4qpFGFxqQY___w48GWTkO8TotkPPbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.niaq8tnqjy07
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ojeBvjK8rBMAW4qpFGFxqQY___w48GWTkO8TotkPPbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.niaq8tnqjy07

Action ltems:

e Committee: Consider potential Chair candidates for the end of Erin
Compton’s term (July 1, 2026)

e Committee: Decide how many brochure copies are needed

e Aime’e Julian: Update the quarterly meeting agenda with the new
Legislation Day information

e Antonio Gomez: Find out from COIl if employees of public institutions are
able to come to the Legislation Day.

e Tereta Love-Rutherford: Provide DRS Brochure copies

e |CSPS: Set up the table for Legislation Day

e Antonio Gomez: Look into if the statue talks about requirements or
credentials for who would serve as an Impartial Hearing Officer

e Antonio Gomez: Ask Barb Hobrock and other SRCs what they are doing
for member removal

e Aime’e Julian: Reach out via email to those attending the SRC Quarterly
to see who will be in-person or online

e Aimie’e Julian & Tereta Love-Rutherford: Contact meeting locations to
see available times and rooms.

e Shakira Pleasant: Ask her law school is they are available to host an SRC
meeting. Reach out to ICSPS with answer

e Chair Compton: Ask her school is they are available to host an SRC
meeting. Reach out to ICSPS with answer

Minutes:



Welcome and Roll Call

e Roll was called. A full guorum was determined to be present.

e Aroll call vote was conducted to approve the previous meeting minutes.

e Megan Mutti called for a motion to approve the December meeting
minutes. Chair Compton seconded the motion. All present voted in the
affirmative. The vote carries. The minutes are approved as presented
into the public record.

Agenda

e Antonio Gomez reintroduced Legislation Day after researching guidelines
that committee may have to abide by. He brought up his concern
regarding lobbying prohibitions for the council.

e Chair Compton and Diane Compton stated their idea of having the
Legislation Day be a place to share resources and information for the
community. Diane took out multiple DRS brochures to show the
committee and Tereta Love-Rutherford confirmed that DRS still has
those brochures and that they have been updated.

e Diane Compton recalled that the last legislation day was held after a
State Rehabilitation Committee (SRC) quarterly meeting at the capitol.
Stating that next day at the capitol would be Legislation Day. The
committee decided that keeping this schedule would work well,
however, it would not be able to take place at the next in person
quarterly meeting. More than likely this Legislation Day would happen at
the June quarterly meeting.

e Antonio Gomez stated that ICSPS would be able to handle setting up the
table.



e Tereta Love-Rutherford stated that she would be able to provide
updated copies of the brochures as long as she knows how many to
obtain.

e Now knowing that the Legislation Day is solely about informing the
community on what resources are available to them, Megan Mutti
believed that there would not be a worry about lobbying. Antonio
Gomez agreed with this statement, but still explained that the
committee could not meet or exceed quorum
(8 or more members). Shakira Pleasant, an employee of a public
institution, asked if Antonio Gomez could clarify if there would be a
conflict of interest if she attended.

e Antonio Gomez will address this plan with the full SRC committee at the
next quarterly meeting, and Aimee Julian added it to their upcoming
meeting agenda.

e Chair Compton wanted to check and make sure the council received her
draft letter to for the Comprehensive Statewide Nees Assessment
(CSNA).

e Her draft was lost in the mail, and will be resent to the council for
evaluation.

Orientation and Policy Manual

e The council switched gears to review the SRC Committee Orientation and
Policy Manual. After the previous meeting, important topics and
questions found by the council were compiled into a document and
addressed. The following items were discussed for change:

e (Question 1 —Function of SRC

e Overview — History: SRC Policy Manual states that, “The function of the
SRC is to provide true customer input into the current and future
vocational rehabilitation process.” The council wants to know if there are



tangible examples as to how this is fulfilled by the Council. If so, they
should be listed within this document either here or further down.
Megan Mutti and Shakira Pleasant feel as though this question should be
brought to the full SRC. The rest of the council agreed.

Antonio Gomez asked what lllinois Center for Specialized Professional
Services (ICSPS) could do to prep for bringing this to the whole SRC. It
was decided that a survey should be created by Antonio to address their
understanding is/what their expectations are/what they prepare for
when they come to an SRC meeting/what would make them feel useful
as a part of SRC? This will also be done for Division of Rehabilitation
Services (DRS).

Question 2 — Article Ill Power and Duties

Has Robyn Lewis been contacted about Article 11l Section 5 (pg. 9) and
the context of the language? If so, what is the result and how may we
move forward with that knowledge?

Antonio Gomez will assist in drafting language for Chair Compton to send
to Robyn Lewis.

Tereta Love-Rutherford and Shakira Pleasant were both unclear about
the Unified State Plan (USP) and the yearly report and which ones were
needed when.

It has been decided that the Manual will need to be clearer on the USP,
Yearly Report, the CSNA, and what letters the chair is in charge of
composing.

Looking forward, Megan Mutti suggested the CSNA should be added to
the standing fall agenda, and the council decided to address the USP at
the next SRC Quarterly meeting to understand their council’s role of
getting involved. The letter to Lewis was cancelled.

Question 3 - Impartial Hearing Officers (IHO)

Has there been an update with the hearing officers and whether or not
SRC will begin selecting impartial hearing officers out of a pool aside
IDHS? (Article Ill Section 7 — pg. 9) Have we identified who would do this,
and if we should remove this duty from the bylaws?



Antonio Gomez stated that the plan is to still address this at a future SRC
qguarterly meeting. However, Tereta Love-Rutherford stated that there
has been movement in this topic and that Barb Hobrock would have an
update on this. Before moving on, Shakira Pleasant had a follow-up
question on whether the statute talks about the requirements or
credentials for those who serve as an IHO. Antonio Gomez let her know
that he will look into an answer to this question.

Question 4 - Member Removal

On page 10 Article IV Section 5, the bylaws mention member removal.
The removal of a government appointed member is not an option;
however, there was interest in finding ways to vocalize concern and
recommendations to remove members. How would the SRC Council like
to go about this?

Megan Mutti was curious what has been done in the past about this, but
many members have yet to encounter this issue. Megan did note that
she does know when it comes time for reappointment, that’s when the
council can have concern. That would be a liaison duty.

Chair Compton and Diane Compton reflected that they did run into
absenteeism last term. Some people reached out and the member
voluntarily left after that.

Antonio Gomez noted that the bylaws mention that reevaluation
happens at reappointment, and that attendance could be taken into
consideration. The council likes this idea but would like to know more
before committing to this change in the bylaws. Ultimately, they would
like to know what other SRCs do, and possibly reach out to Barb Hobrock
and see what she has to say.



SRC Future Meeting Locations

e The last item on the agenda for the SRC to discuss in the duration of this
meeting was future meeting locations.

e Aimee Julian started off by informing the council that dates have been
selected, but locations have not been confirmed. In the past, the SRC
had mentioned wanting to move across the state and possibly visit
different schools. She addressed the council asking if anyone was willing
to host.

e Megan Mutti stated that it may be a good idea to ask the group who will
be able to attend in person verses online. That way the SRC is not losing
a large chunk of in person attendees due to the meeting location. It was
decided to complete this task via email.

e Tereta Love-Rutherford and Aime’e Julian decided that they would reach
out to each of the prospective schools to get a better idea of time and
internal location for the dates selected.

e University of lllinois Urbana Champaign is an option that Robyn Lewis
offered, and Aime’e Julian stated that she would reach out and see if
they have fixed their accessibility issues from the construction.

e Shakira Pleasant decided to reach out and see if her law school. They are
in a secure building in downtown Chicago so parking/transportation
would be a concern. If anyone’s driving, parking around there is difficult.
Aime’e Julian also stated that 555 Monroe, which has been used before,
may also be a viable option.

e Chair Compton will talk to her school, the College of DuPage, and see if
that is an option as well. She will reach out to ICSPS with what she finds
out.

e Before moving on, Carbondale and the Abraham Lincoln
Museum/Library was also mentioned.



e The SRCdid not decided on any locations just yet but will reach out to
their respective partners and make a decision based on the available
responses.

Old/New Business

e Chair Compton called for any new/old business.

e She wanted to question when her term ended, having a good idea that it
would be soon. Antonio Gomez went to check the record and found that
July 1, 2026 would be the end of her second term. The committee took
note that they would need to identify a new chair to take hold of her
position in the near future.

Public Comment

e Chair Compton opened the floor to public comment. There was none.

Adjourn

e Chair Compton called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Co-Chair
Megan Mutti seconded the motion. The motion was carried. The
meeting was adjourned at 11:59 am.
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